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ANNUAL CROP SUMMARY - 2008 CROPS

COLORADO HIGHLIGHTS

Colorado experienced a hot and dry growing seasd@008. A longer than usual growing season madifitult for
summer grain crops to dry down which delayed harf@sseveral weeks. Acreage and production of826@ps are
compared with revisions of 2007 crops as the regutie 2007 Census of Agriculture. The 2@08n for grain crop was
estimated at 147.96 million bushels, slightly I last year’'s output. The average yield of Q®lshels per acre was
3.0 bushels per acre below the yield achievedyaat. Area harvested for grain in 2008, at 1.0Bioni acres, was
20,000 acres greater than last year. Acreageocebifn silage was set at 120,000 acres, up 10,000 acres frdrgdas.
Sorghum for grain production was estimated at 4.50 millmrshels, down 19 percent from the previous yéaserage
yield was estimated at 30.0 bushels per acre, dobushels per acre from last year. Producersehtad 150,000 acres
for grain, unchanged from last year’'s ard?r.oso millet production in the state was estimated at 7.59anilbushels,
down from 8.58 million bushels produced last ye&armers harvested 230,000 acres of proso, dowdd@aGrom the
previous year. Yields remained unchanged fromylaat averaging 33.0 bushels per adbey edible bean production
was set at 660,000 cwt, 10 percent below the 2667 @f 7.36 million cwt. Average yield was estiediat 1,500 pounds
per acre, 100 pounds below last year as a greatpomion of the crop was non-irrigated. Harvesteea, at 44,000
acres, was 2,000 less than last year.

The final 2008&l| wheat production for Colorado, at 59.7 million bushelss down 36 percent from the production
attained the previous yeawinter wheat production was estimated at 57.0 million bush&®spercent of last year’s
above average crop. The area harvested for grasnestimated at 1.9 million acres, down from 2.Hioni acres
harvested last year. The area seeded last fathferyear's crop was estimated at 2.4 million acrd@his year’s
spring wheat crop was estimated at 2,700,000 bushels, up 1@®pefrom last year’s crop. The average yield of
75.0 bushels per acre was 5 bushels above last ybararea harvested for grain was estimated,8086cres from
40,000 seeded, up from 19,000 harvested in 2003lor&lo’sbarley production in 2008 was estimated at 8.64
million bushels, up 24 percent from a year agoe @erage yield per acre, at 120.0 bushels, waa &gthe yield
attained last year. The area harvested for grais @simated at 72,000 acres, up from 58,000 acreX007.
Production ofoats in 2008 totaled 490,000 bushels, 11 percent bédstvyear. Average yield was placed at 70.0
bushels per acre, up 15 bushels above last yeaps cThe area harvested for grain was estimat&q0@0 acres,
3,000 acres less compared to 2007. Acres seededgdotaled 45,000 in 2008 down 30,000 acres fasinyear.

Colorado’s 200&lfalfa hay production was placed at 2.71 million tons fron® 80 acres harvested. The average yield
for the 2008 crop was 3.3 tons per acre, four-gemtha ton below last yearAll other hay production totaled 1.28
million tons from 750,000 acres harvested. Theageyield of 1.7 tons per acre was two-tenthstohabelow the yield
attained last yearHay stocks on farms and ranches in Colorado totaled 1.98anillons on December 1, 2008, down 18
percent from 2.4 million tons on hand the previgear.

Fall potato growers in the San Luis Valley produced 21.338iamlkcwt of potatoes this year, up 2 percent frost la
year’s crop. Average yield was 375 cwt per acpe20 cwt per acre from last year’s yield. The lated area of
56,900 acres this year was 2,200 acres less tha@0in. The summer potato yield, at 360 cwt per acre, averaged 10
cwt above last year's average yield. Growers tstede 4,000 acres, up 1,300 acres from last yeargebted area.
Production is set at 1,440,000 cwt, up from lasirigeproduction of 945,000 cwt. The statslgar beet crop of 758,000
tons for 2008 was down 1 percent from the 765,008 produced in 2007. Producers harvested 28,6@8 &n 2008.
Average yield was estimated at 26.5 tons per aSwmflower production was set at 153.4 million pounds frord,060
acres harvested. Yield was set at 947 pounds pey @own from the 1,146 pounds attained last y&anduction of olil
varieties increased 17 percent from the previous ye 128.7 million pounds and production of noh:arieties
increased 27 percent to 24.7 million pounds.

UNITED STATESHIGHLIGHTS

The United Statesorn for grain production is estimated at 12.1 billimmshels, up 1 percent from the November forecast
but 7 percent lower than last year's record hidine average U.S. grain yield is estimated at 16@shels per acre, up
0.1 bushel from the November forecast and 3.2 bsigtimve 2007. Yield is the second highest onrcedmehind 2004,
and production is the second largest, behind laat.ySorghum grain production in 2008 is estimated at 472 millio
bushels, up 2 percent from the November forecasblpercent below 2007. Planted area is estimate28 million
acres, up 7 percent from last year. Area harvdsiedrain, at 7.27 million acres, is up 7 percigom 2007. Average
grain yield, at 65.0 bushels per acre, is up 2$hbls from the previous forecast but down 8.2 dedhem last year.

All Wheat production totals 2.50 billion bushels in 2008, hereged from the Small Grains 2008 Summbuy up
22 percent from 2007. Grain area is 55.7 millicrea, up 9 percent from last year. The U.S. yield4.9 bushels per
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acre, up 4.7 bushels from last year. The levelprofiuction and changes from last year by typevdrger wheat,
1.87 billion bushels, up 25 percent; other springeat, 547 million bushels, up 14 percent; and Durwheat,
84.9 million bushels, up 18 percent. The 20@d8ter wheat production is estimated at 1.87 billion bushelschanged
from the Small Grains 2008 Summdoyt up 25 percent from last year. The U.S. yialdt7.2 bushels per acre, up
5.5 bushels from last year’s final yield. Plantemieage is up fractionally from the Small Grain€2&ummary This
change to the acreage estimate is based on upadtedistrative data received after the Small Gra®88 Summary
Area harvested for grain is estimated at 39.6 omillacres, up 10 percent from the previous yearrd Hked Winter
harvested acreage is up about 1 percent from thdous year while Soft Red Winter harvested acréaggp about
43 percent. Other Spring Wheat production for 2008 is estimated at 547 million lels, unchanged from the Small
Grains 2008 Summary but up 14 percent from last. yétarvested area is 13.5 million acres, up 4gmrérom 2007.
The U.S. yield is 40.5 bushels per acre, up 3.Adlefrom last year.

Barley production is estimated at 239 million bushels,hamged from the Small Grains 2008 Summary but tdepe
above 2007. Average yield per acre, at 63.6 basl®lup 3.6 bushels from last year. The areaelséed for grain is
estimated at 3.77 million acres, 8 percent abowgear ago. Harvested area increased from last yedhe top
two producing States, up 150,000 acres in NorthoEsaknd up 30,000 acres in Idaho. These incréasesvested acres
coupled with increased or unchanged yields in ¢ipeptroducing States resulted in the increased ptmsu The 2008
oat production is estimated at a record low 88.6 oiillbushels, down 2 percent from last year. Thienagtd yield is
63.5 bushels per acre, up 3.4 bushels from theiquewear. Area planted to oats is estimated aécard low
3.22 million acres, down 15 percent from 2007. udated area, at 1.40 million acres, is 7 perceloibst year. This is
the smallest acreage harvested for grain on recorttjnuing a steady downward trend. The largestite occurred in
North Dakota, where area harvested for grain deexk&30,000 acres from last year.

All Hay production of dry hay for 2008 is estimated at failion tons, down 3 percent from the October lefmst and
down 1 percent from the 2007 total. Area harvesaed0.1 million acres, is down 1 percent from @etober forecast
and down 2 percent from 2007. The average yiel&,48 tons per acre, is down 0.06 ton from Octddugrup 0.02 ton
from the previous yealfalfa and Alfalfa Mixtures hay production in 2008 is estimated at 69.6 milliongpdown

3 percent from the October 1 forecast and dowrh#jigrom 2007. Harvested area, at 21.0 milliomes¢is 1 percent
above the October forecast but 1 percent belovpt&@ous year. The average yield is 3.32 tonsapsg, 0.12 ton below
the previous forecast but 0.01 ton above 20@4l Other Hay production in 2008 totaled 76.1 million tons, down
4 percent from the October 1 forecast and downrdepe from 2007. Area for harvest, at 39.1 millimeres, is down
1 percent from October and 2 percent below last y&he average yield is estimated at 1.95 tonsapes, down 0.04 ton
from October but up 0.02 ton from last year.

Sugar beets production for 2008 is estimated at 26.8 milliongp5 percent below the November forecast and fdepe
below the 2007 estimate. Estimated yield, at &h% per acre, is 1.2 tons higher than last yearOhlton below
November. Growers harvested 1.00 million acrespei@ent below last year. Area planted, at 1.0Bomiacres, is
14 percent below the 2007 estimate. The 2808lower production totaled 3.42 billion pounds, up 19 paicfrom
2007. The U.S. average yield per acre increageelfids from last year to 1,429 pounds. Planted, &ate2.52 million
acres, is 22 percent above last year. Area hadéstreased 19 percent from last year to 2.40amiticres. Production
of proso millet in 2008 totaled 14.9 million bushels, down 12 petcfrom 2007 but 46 percent higher than 2006.
Planted area, at 520,000 acres, is down 9 perckit¢ Warvested area, at 460,000 acres, is dowredczpt from last
year. Of the three States in the estimating prograarvested acreage was unchanged from 2007 imablab but
decreased in Colorado and South Dakota. The awafialyl is estimated at 32.3 bushels per acre, dn@oushel from
last year.



